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CURRENT IMPASSE IN RHODESIAN NEGOTIATIONS 

REF :CAPE TOWN 0036 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED.SOUTH AFRICAN 
ENGLISH-LANGUAGE PRESS APPEARS TO BE GENERALLY CRITICAL OF 
RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT S ROLE IN CURRENT IMPASSE IN SETTLEMENT 
TALKS (REFTEL). WHAT IS MORE IMPORTANT, AND LIKELY MORE 
REFLECTIVE OF SOUTH AFRICAN GOVT OPINION, IS LINE BEING TAKEN 
BY AFRIKAANS PRESS. END SUMMARY. 
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2. DIE BURGER.CAPE ORGAN OF NATIONAL PARTY (NP). HAS REACTED 
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RELATIVELY MILDLEY TO CONTINUED GUERILLA ACTIVITY AND IAN 1 1 
KILLING OF SOUTH AFRICAN POLICEMAN. PAPER HAS SAID THAT 
DISSENSION WITHIN AFRICAN NATIONALIST RANKS IS CAUSE OF 
CONTINUED INCIDENTS.AND TASK OF BLACK LEADERS IS DIFFICULT. 
EDITORIAL OF JAN 14 ADVISED THAT "WHITES SHOULD MAKE CAREFUL 
ALLOWANCE FOR THIS AND TRY TO MAKE IT EASIER FOR THEM TO ACT 
STRONGLY'. 

3. MOST INFLUENTIAL AFRIKAANS DAILY IN TRANSVAAL HAS TAKEN 
IAN SMITH TO TASK FOR THIS STATEMENT THAT THERE WOULD BE NO 
MAJORITY RULE IN HIS LIFETIME. JANUARY 10 DIE TRANS VALER 
EDITORIALIZED. IAN SMITH MUST NOW REALIZE THAT BLACKS ARE 
GOING TO RULE.. .OR VIOLENCE WILL BREAK LOOSE.' EDITORIAL FOLLOWING 
DAY SAID IT WOULD BE ’GREAT PITY 1 IF SOUTH AFRICA WAS 

FORCED TO CHOOSE BETWEEN SUPPORT OF PRESENT RHODESIAN GOVT 
AND PEACE. PAPER MADE CLEAR THAT CHOICE WAS NOT BETWEEN BLACK 
AND WHITE, BUT 'BETWEEN WAR AND PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA.' 

4. SUNDAY AFRIKAANS PAPER RAPPORT, WHICH HAS LARGEST CIRCULA- 
TION OF ANY SOUTH AFRICAN NEWSPAPER.SUPPORTED DIE TRANSVALER S 
POSITION. IN EDITORIAL JAN 12 RAPPORT SAID, THERE IS NO 

DOUBT THAT THIS REPRESENTS OFFICIAL VIEW OF GOVERNMENT.' 

RAPPORT POINTED OUT DIFFERENCE IN RHODESIAN AND SAG POLITICAL 
POLICIES .DESCRIBING FORMER AS POWER-SHARING 1 AND LATTER 
AS 'SEPARATE FRFEPOMY'. EDITORIAL STATED MAJORITY RULE 
INHERENT IN RHODESIAN POLICY, AND MOVEMENT IN THIS DIRECTION 
COULD NOT BE REVERSED OR PACE CONTROLLED. EDITORIAL 
CONCLUDED THAT SMITH AND HIS GOVT MUST REALIZE THESE 
IMPLICATIONS, 'HOWEVER PAINFUL' OR FACE 'BLOODY 
CONFRONTATION'. 

5. COMMENT: SIMILARITY OF POSITIONS TAKEN BY NATIONAL 
PARTY-SUPPORTING AFRIKAANS NEWSPAPERS IS STRONG INDICATION 
OF OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT POSITION. RATHER TORTURED EXPOSITION 
OF BASIC DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SAG AND RHODESIAN POLITICAL POLICY, 
AND EMPHASIS THAT CHOICE IS NOT MERELY BETWEEN BLACK AND 
WHITE, PROVIDE RATIONALE FOR POSSIBLE SOUTH AFRICAN WITHDRAWAL 
OF SUPPORT FOR SMITH GOVT. IF IT COMES TO THAT. TONE AND 
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SUBSTANCE OF COMMENT IS YET ANOTHER SIGNAL THAT SAG SEES 
BLACK MAJORITY RULE IN RHODESIA AS INEVITABLE, AND THAT 
SMITH MUST ACCEPT THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS IF PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT IS TO BE ACHIEVED. 

HURD 
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